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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The last two years have been trying. While we have all faced loss and grief, we also came
together in ways that inspired us all. You’ll find reasons throughout this newsletter, to
celebrate Vecinos Unidos®, youth and most of all, PEOPLE POWER! Our Vecinos Unidos®
members, youth and greater community secured legislative wins that we can all be proud
of. You’ll learn about the herculean efforts we are collectively making with our partner
organizations to ensure that the voices of historically disenfranchised communities are
centered through the redistricting process. I hope you, like me, will also be inspired by the
ways our youth continue to lead with their hearts. I wish you all a season filled with love for
justice and joy in all that can be achieved when people are empowered to pursue social
justice!
¡Sí Se Puede!

Executive Director Camila Chavez
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THE FIGHT FOR FAIR MAPS!

Creating fair district lines is a
critical tool our communities
have to reclaim their voting
power. For many communities
of color throughout the nation,
historical gerrymandering
allows their elected
representatives to choose their
voters in their district, rather
than allowing the voters to
elect their representatives in
fair and lawful elections. This
practice of gerrymandering
has disenfranchised
underrepresented
communities and diluted their
voting power. Our
communities are standing up
and demanding that county
officials adhere to the process
as outlined in the Federal Fair
Maps Act. Community leaders
like Tammy Tyler refuse to be
shut out of the process and are
working to make sure that the
voice of her community is not

only heard, but that their
involvement leads to concrete
changes. For Tammy,
redrawing the district lines is
personal. “A lot is at stake for
the community of California
City, California,” Tammy states,
“The system has failed the
black and brown communities
for so long that we have lost
faith and it made us believe
that we have lost power.”
Tammy says that all changed
when she met DHF Organizer
Carol Watkins. It was then that
she “woke up” and took her
power back empowered with
tools and knowledge she
gained through a series of
educational redistricting
workshops. According to
Tammy, “We don’t even have a
hospital here. Our roads are
bumpy when the ones in the
white neighborhoods are nice
and smooth.” She understands
the lack of resources and
funding for communities of

color is rooted in racist
practices that our
communities must work to
dismantle.
California City is not alone.
DHF plans to continue
addressing redistricting issues
in the Central & Antelope
Valleys in partnership with
community leaders and other
organizations that make up
the Equitable Maps Coalition
(EMC). Using Geographic
Information System (GIS)
technology, DHF is working to
create maps that display newly
proposed boundaries. To read
the full story, please visit
https://bit.ly/2021fallwmnl
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CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION:
PROCLAMATION
RECOGNIZING LGBTQ+
STUDENTS, STAFF AND
COMMUNITY!
LGBTQI+ students throughout
the Kern High School District
continue to confront bullying
rooted in homophobia and
transphobia. The Dolores
Huerta Foundation’s Education
Department looks for ways to
support students by providing
Vecinos Unidos® and Youth
members online resources. As
a proactive measure to support
LGBTQI+ youth, DHF hosts safe
spaces for youth and meetings
with allies to make sure their
voices are heard at school
board meetings. Through the
leadership and advocacy of the
DHF Youth and Vecinos
Unidos®, the Kern High School
District board adopted a
proclamation recognizing
LGBTQI+ students, staff and
community. DHF stands with
the LGBTQI+ community in
celebrating this important step
on the long road to equity.

There are an unprecedented
number of anti-LGBTQI+
measures sweeping through
state legislatures across the
country. According to updated
tracking and analysis by the
Human Rights Campaign, 2021
has officially surpassed 2015 as
the worst year for anti-LGBTQI+
legislation. This is why we must
continue to demand that
those entrusted with the
responsibility for providing and
promoting a welcoming, safe
and healthy environment for

LGBTQI+ students are taking
the necessary steps and
upholding their duty. If you or
someone you may know
identifies as LGBTQI+ and may
be experiencing lack of
support or are in need of
professional advice/resources,
we encourage you to view &
download The DHF LGBTQI+
Central Valley Resource Guide
on our website at
https://doloreshuerta.org/2021lgbtq2s-resource-guide/

PEOPLE POWERED
LEGISLATIVE WINS
Need a reason to celebrate?
DHF has got you! DHF staff,
volunteers, Vecinos Unidos®
members, and partner
organizations, with the help of
our generous donors and
supporters from around the
world, were able to secure
significant legislative wins. This
is what People Power looks
like!
SB 380 End Of Life Options
Act - This is a major step
forward in respect for patient
autonomy and relief of
suffering for terminally ill
Californians. It reduces the
mandatory minimum 15-day
waiting period between the
two oral requests for aid-indying medication to 48 hours
for all eligible patients.
SB 721 California Farmworker
Day - Establishes a day to
honor California's roughly
800,000 farmworkers essential workers - who play a
vital role in maintaining our
food supply and whose work is
more critical than ever during
the pandemic.
SB 393 Farmworker Access to
Childcare Act - Directs
resources to the Migrant Child
Care Alternative Payment
Program so that such workers
can gain access to child care in
any county in the state of
California.

SB 497 Direct Deposits to
Qualifying Accounts,
Overdraft Features - Closes a
loophole that allowed nonbank prepaid card companies
to evade California laws that
prohibit overdraft fees on
prepaid cards used to receive
public assistance,
unemployment compensation,
and/or state distributed child
support payments. To read the
full story, please visit
https://bit.ly/2021fallwmnl

YOUTH ROCK THE VOTE

Although the Liberated for
Youth Empowerment (LYFE)
program is fairly new, it is
already impacting
communities in a positive way.
Most of the LYFE youth
members are not old enough
to vote, but they are old
enough to understand how
our votes impact our
community and their future.
During the 2021 California
Gubernatorial Recall Election,
LYFE youth members
participated in phone banking,
text banking, human
billboarding, and mobilizing
their own personal networks to
vote. They were often seen in
the evenings and on
weekends, in the weeks before
the election, dancing with
signs and screaming their
hearts out urging thousands of
passing cars on some of Kern,
Tulare & Fresno’s busiest
streets to vote. Lester Pineda,
Kern County Youth member,
says “It is important for our
communities to go out to vote
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for a better future and to have
our voices heard... especially for
those members in
communities of color and
youth who are not able to cast
their votes. We must vote on
their behalf.”
The intergenerational
movements we see growing in
the Central Valley are bringing
adults and youth together to
motivate people to get to the
polls. Even though many of the
DHF Youth look forward to the
day that they can register to
vote and cast their first ballot,
they are already actively
engaged in the democratic
process. As DHF Youth
continue to organize year
round, they encourage you to
check your voter registration at
www.vote.gov. Have you
moved? Changed your name?
Please make sure that you’re
ready to exercise your voting
rights and push back on efforts
to suppress the votes of our
communities.

THE PANDEMIC IS NOT
OVER, WE MUST CONTINUE
TO PROTECT THOSE MOST
VULNERABLE!
The Dolores Huerta
Foundation (DHF) Education
Department and Vecinos
Unidos® chapter members,
continue to provide our most
underserved communities
with the support they need to
feel assured and safe from
COVID-19. The pandemic
highlighted a factor that most
people have known all along,
that farmworkers, janitors,
grocery store employees have

always been essential workers!
During the pandemic they
have been on the front lines
constantly risking their lives for
us. Many work outdoors in
conditions of poor air quality,
extreme heat, and unsafe
working conditions. They are
statistically more likely to be
working alongside someone
with COVID-19.

DHF participated in
community events throughout
the Central Valley where they
provided masks, hand
sanitizer, and information
about COVID-19 vaccines, and
additional useful pandemic
related resources.. Many of
these vulnerable workers are
not likely to receive PPE from
their employers, even though
access to such can save lives.
In partnership with the United
Against COVID-19 Coalition,
DHF has hosted 50 vaccination
clinics, administered 4,000
doses and distributed
1,536,900 masks and PPE
throughout the Central Valley
& Antelope Valley. Vaccine
clinics are strategically placed
in communities that are being
hit the hardest by the
pandemic and lack access to
vital resources to protect
themselves from the deadly
virus.

DHF YOUTH HONOR DIA DE
LOS MUERTOS AND THE
LGBTQI+ COMMUNITY
This year DHF LYFE & Livin’
LYFE Youth Program members
participated in Arte Americas
Día de los Muertos or Day of
the Dead celebration in Fresno,

California (with a limited
showcase and COVID-19 safety
precautions in place.) DHF
Youth Organizers form their
curriculum with a critical lens
on history and
intersectionality. Youth
members created an altar of
hand painted frames to honor
and feature the 49 individuals
that were lost at Pulse
Nightclub, in Orlando, Florida
on June 12, 2016, in a mass
shooting targeting the
LGBTQI+ community. It was
named one of the deadliest
incidents in the history of
violence against queer people
in the United States. Hate has
no place in this world, we
extend our hearts to the
families affected and to the
folks who continue to battle
being themselves in today’s
world. To read the full story,
please visit
https://bit.ly/2021fallwmnl

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Linda and Jerome Fernandez
have been loyal supporters of
the Dolores Huerta Foundation
(DHF) since its inception.
Jerome was born and raised in
Stockton, California. He has
seen, first hand, his aunt,
Dolores Huerta’s diligence and
dedication to helping and
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empowering others. He
attributes the values of being
involved and always giving
back to the community that
were instilled in her and her
siblings to his grandmother,
Alicia.
He and Linda worked for
Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E)
and are now both retired.
Linda has been inspired by
Dolores’ organizing history and
its roots in the teachings of
Fred Ross, Sr. Linda and
Jerome felt so passionate
about supporting the work of
DHF that they went to PG&E
and asked them to include
DHF in the list of non-profit
organizations eligible for

employer matching at 100%.
Moreover, they took their
fundraising efforts, on behalf of
DHF, to their Hispanic
Employees Association and
outreached to other
employees to help spread the
word about donating to DHF.
They talked about Dolores’
history and DHF’s focus on
community organizing.
Jerome stated, “It has been an
honor to have Dolores as an
aunt and knowing all that she
has gone through in her life
and to see where she is now.”
They encourage others to go to
their employer to see if they
would be willing to match
donations to DHF and then

network amongst your friends,
family, and coworkers to
maximize support for this
worthy cause. They agree that
by supporting DHF, you are
helping communities and in
doing so are opening people
up to other possibilities toward
a more prosperous life.
Linda emphasizes, “We are
equally proud of her children
who are carrying on their
mother’s legacy in leading the
Foundation. They are working
so hard and also making such
a great difference as well.” To
find out more about Dolores,
DHF and how to support,
please visit
www.doloreshuerta.org

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2021
Breaking ground for a
housing project for the
homeless that bears
Dolores Huerta's name in
South LA. The units will
eventually house 40
families.

California City Vecinos
Unidos® chapter member
receiving her 2nd dose of
the COVID-19 Vaccine at a
DHF partnered United
Against COVID Vaccine
Clinic.
DHF Youth Dia de Los
Muertos Altar displayed at
Arte Americas in Fresno,
CA honoring LGBTQI+
Community & Pulse
Victims from Florida, USA.

Students choose school
supplies at the Vecinos
Unidos® Backpack
Giveaway as appreciation
for the chapter members
and in preparation for
back to school.
Dolores Huerta, DHF Staff
and Kern county
community members at
the Bakersfield Women's
March standing in
solidarity for Women,
Trans & Non Binary folks
rights and equality.

California Secretary of
State Shirley Weber and
Dolores Huerta held a
virtual town hall to discuss
the history and impact of
the Voting Rights Act of
1965 and raise awareness
for voting rights.

CSUBakersfield honored
civil rights leader, Dolores
Huerta, and other
prominent leaders in the
community for
#LatinxHeritageMonth at
the Viva Los Runners
Night soccer game.

Assemblymember Robert
Rivas, Ash Kalra & Rudy
Salas participated in the
16th Annual Richard E.
Chavez Celebrity Golf
Classic to raise money for
the Dolores Huerta Peace
& Justice Cultural Center.
As a direct response to the
pandemic DHF is proud to
have distributed food to
over 4,000 families
impacted by COVID-19.
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