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In This Issue:

DEFENDERS OF
DEMOCRACY
Census 2020
In the fall of 2019, the Dolores
Huerta Foundation (DHF) Civic
Engagement Department
launched our Census 2020
outreach campaign. DHF
Organizers and volunteers
participated in text and phone
banking and Covid-safe door-todoor canvassing, in partnership
with the Sierra Health Foundation
and the Kern Complete Count
Committee. Despite challenges
ranging from fear tactics by the
opposition, a worldwide
pandemic, triple-digit heat, poor
air quality caused by catastrophic
fires, and a constantly changing
deadline, DHF teams informed
73,776 hard-to-count community
members about the importance
of census participation. They
obtained pledges to complete the
census from 48,633 individuals
and collected over 2,980 surveys
at doors in Kern, Tulare, Fresno
Counties and the Antelope Valley.
Read more online at:
http://bit.ly/2021-WMNL-Census

Proposition 15 and GOTV
In partnership with Cali Calls, DHF
Vecinos, Youth and staff gathered
2,500 signatures statewide to
qualify the Schools &
Communities First Initiative (later
known as Proposition 15). The
initiative aimed to address
California’s most pressing
challenges and inequities by
investing more tax dollars in
education, public services and
infrastructure. A total of 268
volunteers were mobilized from
across the nation. They
completed a total of 1,962
volunteer shifts that included
1,420 phone banking shifts and
542 textbanking shifts, greatly
exceeding volunteer recruitment
goals. The Vecinos Unidos
completed more than 1,000
volunteer shifts in support of DHF
get out the vote (GOTV) efforts.
Although results showed that
there is strong public demand for
closing the corporate tax
loopholes which cost our local
communities billions every year,
the initiative fell short of the votes
needed to pass.

Consider donating to support this grassroots community organizing work at
Give2DHF.org OR to "Dolores Huerta Foundation" P.O. Box 2087 Bakersfield, CA 93303

Vecinos Unidos
Surviving & Thriving
Youth Leaders Rising
Education Equity in the
Time of Covid
Strides Towards Ending
Child Poverty in
California

We are proud to have clenched
the third rail of politics and
shaken it fearlessly. Onward!
Most recently, DHF’s Ballot Curing
Team helped 75 voters in Kern,
Tulare & Fresno counties correct
their ballots and submit them to
their local elections offices before
the deadline. Read more at
http://bit.ly/2021-WMNLDefenders-of-Democracy

Partnering with the Patel Fdn, Sierra
Health Fdn, Latino Community Fdn,
Hispanic Federation and The
California Endowment, DHF
distributed relief payments to
Vecinos families.
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VECINOS UNIDOS
SURVIVING &
THRIVING

YOUTH LEADERS
RISING

DHF Vecinos Unidos and Youth
focused heavily on the 2020
Census and civic engagement

DHF Youth have been hit
especially hard by the pandemic.

work, while establishing 3 new
chapters in northern Los Angeles
County’s Antelope Valley:
Palmdale, Lancaster, and
Rosamond. In addition they
organized and volunteered at DHF
hosted food banks - holding them
during hours more accessible to
working families. They distributed
food to 3,449 families hard hit by
the pandemic. DHF Organizers
provided support and resources
to help Vecinos avoid foreclosures
and evictions and access to other
forms of financial assistance. With
support from our generous
donors and local, state and
national charitable organizations,
DHF distributed more than
$250,000 financial assistance to
families that were excluded from
the Economic Impact Payments
provided by the federal
government due to legal status.
Many of these individuals serve
the larger community daily as
essential workers. Read more at
http://bit.ly/2021-WMNL-VecinosMG

DHF Organizers and Volunteers attended local events
like the Tulare Swapmeet to encourage community
members to register for the 2020 Census!

In addition to navigating the
challenges of remote learning,
many are missing their friends
and lamenting the inability to
celebrate milestones. They
bravely faced these challenges
giving of their own personal time
to strengthen their commitment
to serve and assist their families
and communities through this
crisis. Over 36 DHF Youth
participated in 100 phone and
text banking shifts for the
campaign in support of Prop 15.
Twenty-two youth and 5 parents
participated in GOTV Human
Billboarding rallies in Kern, Tulare
and Fresno counties. The youth
group participated in DHF hosted
candidate forums and pressed
candidates to address the issues
most critical to young people.
DHF Youth submitted public
comments and spoke to
Bakersfield City School District
(BCSD) and Fresno Unified School
District to urge the adoption of
resolutions in support of Prop 15,
which would’ve brought in
millions of dollars to local
schools. In a victory the resolution
was adopted by BCSD. Eleven
youth became Super Volunteer
Leaders for completing 3 or more
GOTV phone and/or text banking
volunteer shifts and received
certificates of recognition.

The Youth planned and led their
very first webinar “Reimagining
School Safety” with over 42 youth
and parent participants. Youth
leaders shared their visions for
equitable school funding, more
support for distance learning, and
additional socio-emotional
support for students and families.
They continued to call for public
action on Prop 15.
DHF Youth participated in a fiveweek, virtual 2020 Youth
Leadership Summer Program
which they planned and hosted
for their peers. They hosted 15
virtual trainings focused on
community organizing, education
equity, civic engagement,
environmental and labor rights
and healing justice. It included
panels with the presidents of
Fresno and Bakersfield State
Universities, Kern High School
District and Fresno Unified school
board members, Congressman TJ
Cox and other elected
representatives and community
leaders. Fifty two youth
completed and received a Dolores
Huerta Foundation 2020 Online
Summer Youth Leadership
Program Certificate.

Dedicated DHF Youth Members celebrated their
Halloween in costumes while motivating the
community of Fresno to #VOTE.
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VECINOS
SPOTLIGHT

EDUCATION EQUITY IN THE TIME OF COVID
When schools closed in March due to COVID19, the DHF education team quickly
prioritized supporting parents and students during distance learning. In addition to
providing resources and timely updates, the education team hosted 40 COVID-19
educational support meetings with a total of 179 Vecinos in attendance. Despite the
challenges of the pandemic, DHF Vecinos, Youth and parents continued to be
engaged in school board advocacy. One hundred thirty Vecinos and youth attended
school board meetings and represented their communities and 7 meetings with

DHF Vecina, Jessica Nunez, a
Spanish speaker and trusted
messenger, outreached to
families in need to spread the
word about DHF hosted food
banks. She recruited
volunteers to help distribute
food to 688 families in
Bakersfield and a crew to
register voters and canvass for
the Census. She organized
forums to get her neighbors
engaged and informed about
renters rights during the
pandemic.

leadership at Arvin Union, Mojave, Parlier, and Lindsay Unified School Districts. Their
persistent advocacy has made huge impacts in parent engagement and student
equity. This includes, but is not limited to language access through better
interpretation and translation at board meetings, food security through the
improved quality of school meals, parent engagement through parent created
workshops led by the district, and more productive communication between the
districts and parents during this difficult time. The DHF Education Department
distributed over 200 school supplies bags full of notebooks, pens, paper, highlighters
and all the school essentials needed as well as 367 culturally sensitive books for Kern
County families in need. Thanks to donor contributions, DHF was also able to
provide school supplies and books to help impacted Fresno County families start the
year off right.

STRIDES TOWARDS ENDING
CHILD POVERTY IN CALIFORNIA
The End Child Poverty California Campaign (ECPCA) and its 185+ organizational
partners expanded much needed support to vulnerable families in California. DHF

Jacqueline Martinez was
nominated by DHF Organizer,
Lulu Oliva and awarded a
2020 Latino Inspire Award
from Representative TJ Cox.
“Jackie”, as the Sanger
Vecinos Unidos know her, has
taken the lead on issues of
Senior Citizen Protection, civic
participation in her local
school board and city council.
She is well loved and
respected by her peers. Her
GOTV work was extraordinary.
She canvassed, phone banked
and even gave people rides to
the polls.

organized advocacy efforts in key regions - Los Angeles, San Diego, and the Central
Valley. Two ECPCA state legislative proposals were signed into law. Senator
Caballero’s SB 1409 requires the Franchise Tax Board to pilot a program aimed at
increasing the number of claims eligible for the California Earned Income Tax Credit
which included families who didn’t file for taxes, many of whom are undocumented.
Assembly Member Friedman sponsored AB 1979, which expands the affordable
housing needs of foster youth in the child welfare system. On a national level ECPCA
Organizers met with key stakeholders to encourage and offer support for the
passage of the federal CARES and HEROES Acts. They supported local advocacy
efforts in Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, and Utah. In California, ECPCA
successfully pushed for the the expansion of California Earned Income Tax Credit
and the Young Child Tax Credit to eligible undocumented immigrant families in
California. As 2020 closes, ECPCA has paused its direct organizing to focus on the
crucial legislative changes that must be achieved in the coming year. Dolores Huerta
and Conway Collis will continue as Co-Chairs of the ECPCA coalition, and ECPCA
partner organizations will work to launch the America 2030 education campaign
and plan legislative priorities for 2021. Visit www.endchildpovertyca.org for more.
@DoloresHuertaFDN
Dolores Huerta Foundation

FOLLOW US

@DoloresHuertaFD
Dolores Huerta Foundation
PAGE 3

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ORGANIZING WORK AT WWW.GIVE2DHF.ORG

MAPPING FOR
SOCIAL JUSTICE

In 2020 the DHF Geographic
Information Systems Department,
led by GIS Analyst Sophia Garcia,
continued to be at the forefront of
the Equity and Social Justice GIS
movement. The department
started off 2020 by leading the
campaign for fair and just maps
during the Kern Community
College District Redistricting
campaign. Throughout the
campaign, DHF was able to reach
over 450 community members,
submitted over 60 Community of
Interest forms, participated in
every public meeting, submitted a
community-led map, and
continued to educate the
community at the beginning of
quarantine. Sophia Garcia, DHF
GIS Analyst ,presented to the
second annual Equity and Social
Justice Special Interest Group at
the first ever virtual
Environmental Systems Research
Institute (ESRI) UC Conference,
the presentation had over 800
global participants. In September
of 2020, Garcia worked alongside
the Equity and Social Justice
Committee and the Urban and
Regional Information Systems
Association (URISA) Board of
Directors to create URISA’s Anti
Racism Pro Equity statement.

Volunteers turned out to DHF Food Banks to deliver
food, provide resources, register voters and help
community members get counted in the 2020
Census!

Fresno State Plant Science Club harvested
approximately 1,200 pounds of pomegranates to donate
to the Dolores Huerta Foundation that were then
distributed by DHF Vecinos in neighboring communities
in Kern, Fresno, Tulare and Antelope Valley. Thank you
@fs_plantscience!

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
I hope you had a safe and joyful holiday season. We are grateful to all of the
donors and volunteers who helped us provide critical resources for families
hit hard by the pandemic in Kern, Tulare, Fresno counties and the Antelope
Valley. This newsletter shows just some of the huge volume of work that DHF
Vecinos and Youth, staff and volunteers were able to achieve this year. We
mobilized thousands of staff and volunteers to do census and voter outreach.
Unfortunately, the loss of Prop 22 (denying gig workers coverage under CA
labor laws) and Prop 16 (for affirmative action) were a blow to labor rights.
The loss of Prop 15 (to bring more funding to our schools and communities)
and Prop 21 (for rent control) shows a need to expand our grassroots
organizing model. The pandemic made it clear that community based
organizations are best positioned to serve in times of crises. We hope we can
count on your continued support which allows DHF to have a strong presence
in the community and host more food banks, provide additional financial
assistance, important information and resources to families hit hard by the
pandemic. As we move into 2021 we are compelled to educate folks on the
fundamentals of democracy and stress the importance of strong and capable
leadership. The events of 2020 and January 6th, 2021 have shown that these
issues are truly a matter of life and death. We must protect our democracy &
ensure that our government is fairly elected by the people and works for the
people. It all begins with education.
Our goal is to gain social justice for
low income communities. Together
we will inform, educate, and empower
people to form a just and equitable
society.
¡Si Se Puede!
Dolores Huerta
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